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livestock. Because of these risks, taking safety 
precautions is vital for agricultural workers. 
By implementing preventive measures and 
increasing our knowledge of first aid, we can 
greatly reduce many hazards of farm and 
ranch labor. Utilizing safety features and 
keeping children from working or playing in 
potentially hazardous areas also can limit in-
juries and help farmers and ranchers protect 
their families. 

Our farmers and ranchers help keep our 
Nation strong and advance the opportunities 
that come from freedom. During National 
Farm Safety and Health Week, we recognize 
the significant contributions of farmers and 
ranchers to our Nation and encourage the 
further development of work environments 
that will ensure their safety. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 18 
through September 24, 2005, as National 
Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon 
the agencies, organizations, and businesses 
that serve America’s agricultural workers to 
continue strengthening their commitment to 
promoting farm safety and health programs. 
I also urge all Americans to recognize the 
men and women cultivating our land who 
contribute to the vitality and prosperity of 
our Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 20, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 21. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

Proclamation 7934—Family Day, 
2005 
September 16, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Families are a source of hope, stability, 

and love. On Family Day, we celebrate the 
special bonds that link children and parents, 
and we recognize the importance of parental 
involvement in the lives of their children. By 
providing guidance, support, and uncondi-
tional love, families help shape the character 
and future of our Nation. 

In a free and compassionate society, the 
public good depends upon the private char-
acter of our citizens. That character is formed 
and shaped from a child’s earliest days 
through the love and guidance of family. 
Families help children understand the dif-
ference between right and wrong and the im-
portance of making good choices. Regular 
family activities allow parents to be actively 
involved in the lives of their children and in-
still important values of honesty, compassion, 
and respect for others. By raising young peo-
ple in a loving and secure environment, par-
ents help them develop into successful adults 
and responsible citizens. 

Parents and family are a bedrock of love 
and support, and my Administration is com-
mitted to strengthening families. My 2006 
budget proposes $240 million for initiatives 
that promote responsible fatherhood and en-
courage healthy marriages. Through com-
petitive grants to State-based programs and 
faith-based and community organizations, we 
are helping support their good work. As par-
ents continue to raise healthy children, we 
can all help young people realize a bright 
and promising future. 

Strong families are the cornerstone of a 
strong America, and the well-being of fami-
lies is a shared priority for all Americans. As 
we support families, we help build a Nation 
of opportunity and hope. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 26, 
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2005, as Family Day. I call on the people 
of the United States to observe this day by 
spending time with family members and re-
affirming the important relationship between 
parents and children and the vital role that 
families play in our society. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 20, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 21. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 17, 2005 

Good morning. This week I visited Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana and reported to the 
Nation on our strategy to help our neighbors 
in these devastated areas recover and re-
build. In the aftermath of Katrina, we have 
seen our fellow citizens uprooted from their 
homes, searching for loved ones, and grieving 
for the dead. These scenes have touched our 
hearts and moved our whole Nation to ac-
tion. And the outpouring of compassion has 
sent a clear message to the victims of this 
storm: Our whole Nation cares about you; 
you are not alone. 

The recovery of the gulf coast region will 
be one of the largest reconstruction efforts 
the world has ever seen. And I have made 
a pledge of the American people: Through-
out the area hit by the hurricane, we will 
help our citizens rebuild their communities 
and their lives. 

Our strategy rests on three commitments. 
Our first commitment is to meet the imme-
diate needs of those who had to flee their 
homes and leave all their possessions behind. 
As of this week, more than 500,000 evacuee 
families have gotten emergency help to pay 
for food, clothing, and other essentials, and 
they will receive broader help in the future. 
I’ve asked for and the Congress has provided 

more than $60 billion, an unprecedented re-
sponse to an unprecedented crisis. 

Our second commitment is to help the citi-
zens of the gulf coast put their lives back 
together and rebuild their communities. Our 
goal is to get people out of shelters by the 
middle of October. So we’re providing direct 
assistance to evacuees that will allow them 
to rent apartments, and we’re beginning to 
bring in mobile homes and trailers for tem-
porary use in affected areas. We will also help 
provide housing for the many workers who 
will rebuild cities in the region so that recon-
struction can move forward quickly. 

To relieve the burden on local health care 
facilities in the disaster areas, we’re sending 
extra doctors and nurses and setting up well- 
supplied temporary community health cen-
ters. A number of States have taken in evac-
uees and shown them great compassion, ad-
mitting children to school and providing 
health care. So I’ll work with Congress to 
ensure the States are reimbursed for these 
extra expenses. 

Our third commitment is to ensure that 
the communities we rebuild emerge better 
and stronger. Out of this tragedy comes an 
opportunity to harness the good and gracious 
spirit of America and deliver new hope to 
neighborhoods that were suffering before the 
storm. Our reconstruction efforts will be 
guided by certain principles: When cities are 
rebuilt, those cities should have many new 
businesses, including minority-owned busi-
nesses. When houses are rebuilt, more fami-
lies should own, not rent, those houses. 

To achieve these aims I’ve proposed the 
creation of a Gulf Opportunity Zone in the 
disaster area, with immediate tax relief and 
other incentives for job-creating investment. 
And to encourage homeownership, I have 
proposed a new urban homesteading act, 
which would identify property in the region 
owned by the Federal Government and pro-
vide lots to low-income citizens free of 
charge, through a lottery. In return, they 
would pledge to build on the lot with either 
a mortgage or help from a charitable organi-
zation like Habitat for Humanity. 

As we rebuild homes and businesses, we 
will renew our promise to be the land of 
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